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ſo the diſmal Effects of that Method of Adminiſtring Government, 
and Executing Laws, were ſoon felt, not only by the Advantage - 
which other Miſcreants endeavour'd to make of that Miſchievous - 
Precedent, in ſetting up to Imitate them, upon proſpect and hope 
of the like Profit and Reward } but; through their own growing 
emboldned to invade the Repntations, and attacque the Lifes of 
High and Low, in order to merit the Encreaſe, as well as the con- 
tinuance of the Price of Blood, -upon which they projected to fub- 
ſiſt. And which one of them hath the Fortune ſtillto Enjoy, but 
whether it proceed from the' Generoſity of the Government , or bc 
owinz to the Wiſdom of it, as reckoning it to be Serviceable to.its 
Intereſt; I ſhall not preſume to determine. Nor will I deny, but 
that thoſe State-Witneſles of the firſtMuſter and Enrollment,may be 
allowed to have Sworn truly in ſome Particulars; but it muſt with- 
al be acknowledged, that they Perjur'd themſelves in many others. 
So that, my Lord Chief Juſtice Scroggs, who had. raiſed them to 
the Reputation of being held Credible Perſons, by giving Faith 
Himſelf tro their Teſtir1ony in ſome Trials, and thereby gaining 
and reconciling others to do the like » was upon obſerving the im- 
poſſible as well as improbable things, they grew up into a Confi- 
dence of Depoling, and how they could not only Perjure themſelves 
without Shame or Remorſe, but with an air of Aſſurance and Since+ 
rity, was forced ta.detraft from, and- leſſen their Credibility in fu- 
ture Trials, as much as he had raiſcd it in former. Tho' he could 
not be unſenſible, that the beſt Returns he would meet with from 
many for this after-game of Candor, Probity and Juſtice, was to 
have his Diſcretion and Righteouſneſs reflefted upon, for the Sen- 
tences he had pronounced before , upon no other or better Teſfti- 
mony, than that of thoſe whom he found it needful at laſt to ren- 
der infamous. \ 
Nor can it eſcape your Lordſhip's remembrance, what convulſions 
the Kingdom was thrown into, by a Sett of Mercenary Raſcals, 
Arno 1681. who wanted nothing but the obtaining Belief to their 
Teſtimony againſt the Earl of Shaftsbary , to the involving vaſt 
Numbers of: Proteſtants of all Qualities and Degrees , under the - 
Guilt of a horrid Conſpiracy againſt his then Majeſty's Perſon and + 
Government, For the Villains having been Trained up to Swear - 
Men out of their Lifes , without the leaſt d to their being 
guilty or guiltleſs ; all that they minded, was whom the influencin 
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them to Scaffolds and Gibbets, if they might be but plentifully 
" paidand rewarded for it. And _ Breakfaſted on thoſe of one 

Party, they were prepared to Supon them of another. For being 
habituated to Blood, it was indifferent to them, whom they mur- 
derouſly deſtroyed, and all that obtained aroom in their Thoughts, 
was the being aſſured before hand , in whoſe Slaughter they ſhould 
make the better Meal. Yea it was but for any to out-bic thoſe that 
train d them up, and the Canibels were ready to fly upon them that 
bred them to deyour , upon the firſt proſpect they had of doing it 
with Impunity, and of finding their intereſt in't. Which npon ob- 
ſcrving what had befallen others, | wiſh ſome at this time may take 
warning by it. Only permit me totell you, that the interpoſition 
and intluence which ſome of K. Charles's Miniſters had both in 
Forging and forming that pretended Plor in ($1)and in Suborning 
Miſcreants to ſupport the Belief of 'it by Falſhood and Perjury, was 
thatwhich gave provocation and encouragement tothe deſign'dlnſur- 
reftion in 1682, For when Men can't find Safety in their Innocency , 
they will ſeek to obtain it by their Swords. And if the Laws be nor 
ſufficient to cover and prote& them , they will- be tempted to try 
what Back and Breaſt can do. Nor is it unworthy of your Lordſhip's 
refletion, that tho- ſeveral Perſons of Quality and Yertue had the 
Misfortune to Suffer for what they had then-contrived , and- were 
ready to Execute; yet the Juſtice of their Endeavours hath been a- 
bundantly vindicated, by the Repeal of their Attainders ſince this 
Revolution, And the Combination in which they were embarqued up- 
on the Motive and Neceſlity, of being (through the Subornation of 
Witneſſes againſt them ) deprived of all other Means of Safety, hath 
had the Commendation of this Government , in the many Honors 
and Rewards, - beſtowed not only upon the Friends and Relations , 
but on the Surviving Complices of thoſe that periſhd. + Nor is your 
Lordſbip's memory ſo weak and unfaithful, but that it will furniſh 
you with Memoirs of the Barbarous Infamy, which a certain Zealous 
and Credulous Gentleman, endeavoured upon weak and trivial Sug- 
geſtions, to have faſtned upon the late K. Charles, the D. of 4 
anddivers other Perſons of the firſt Figure and. Quality, by Charging 
and -Accuſing them of being Conſcious and Accelfary to the Murder 
of the Earl of Eſſex. And'tis not without Shame and Deteſtation 
that Men of Diſcretion and Probity, reflect upon, and call over, the 
zroundleſs and ious Rumors, upon which the whole Court, c- 
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tion ſtrangely Allarm'd, and the Peace of the City and; Kingdom 
Actempted to have been ſhaken, and diſturbed. Nor will it be eaſy 
for a certain Sort of People to wipe off the Blots and Aſperkipas, 
they deſervedly brought upon themſelves, of wanting either Senſe 
or Integrity, by their giving Belief to thoſe weak and il]-invented 
Suggeſtions, which nothing but Folly mixed with Rincour , could 
teignz nor any receive and give credit. to, but thoſe of a ſtrange 
Bigottry, and of Parallel DiſatteQtion and Dilloyalty. For belides 
the wounding Princes, and ſeveral Noble Peers in their Honor by 
them, which the Laws are framed to;protect with-an equal tender- 
neſs, as they do the Crown, the Cunliinnicn, and the Lifes of the 
moſt yaluable, innocent and deſerving Subjects; Who can conceive or 
apprehend without Horror , the :many- other miſchievous Effects , 
which thoſe malicious Accuſations were adapted to have produced, 
had not they who adminiſtred Juſtice in that Court where your Lord 
ſhip, to the contentment and joy of the whole Nation/* now doth, 
unravell'd that wholeMyſtery of audacious Villany.and with a Wiſ- 
dom, Zeal, and Fortitude becoming their Places, both detected the 
Conſpiracy againſt the Honor of thoſe that had been traduced, 
and puniſhed 1t in the credulous but feeble Supporter of it? Nor 
doth the rightconineſs of their Procedure in that Matter, need any 
other Juſtification, northe Innocency of that Prince, who was defa- 
med with ſo much Inſolency and Falſhood, require a more con- 
, vincing and fatisfatory Vindication, than to obſerve with what 
| Scorn, Contempt, and Ridicule the Hoſe of Lords treated and diſ- 
| miſled that Aftair, when with a revived Malice it was ſtaged before 
| them, and inforced with an art properer to millead than to inform, 
| | fince this Revolution. For it cannot be imagin'd but that it would 
have been very grateful to thoſe who had diveſted King Fames of.his 
Royal Power and Dignity, to have found him ſullicd with a Crime, 
that would have contributed more towards the ſupporting the.e- 
quity of their proceeding againſt him , than all he hath been load- 
ed with belides, as the motives to his Abdication, And forgive me, 
my Lord, if I preſume to add, that as King James's Inocency in-re- 
ference to the Neath of that unfortunate Peer , cannot»receivg a 
more IlJuſtrious, as well as Publick a Vindication, than.by the Houſe 
of Lords diſmiſſing that Criminal Accufation,: with a Deriſjon .of 
the preſumptuous and groundleſs Vanity:of-it , after they. had for 
many days Inquired into it, with all the penetration - they could 
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C9) 
alienated in their affeQtions from him, of any in that How/e ; fo it can- 
not eſcape the obſeryation of Thinking, and indifferent Perſons, how 
that barbarous-Aſperſion, which the Malice and Induſtry of ſome Per- 
ſons had faſtned and continu'd upon him, influenced as much to this 
Revolntion, and all the calamities which have attended him upon ir, 
thro' having funk himYthe lee, eſtcem and confidence of his People, 
as any onething whatſoever wherof he hath been accuſed. Nor was 
it difficult to deprive him of his Crown,and drive him from his7hrone, 
upon very littleand weak Pretences, when by an Acuſation ſo calum- 
nious, as this appears now to. have been-they had caſt, and kept him, 
out of the Hearts and Veneration of his People ſo long before. And 
for Mr. Braddon to perſevere after this, to ftmin King Fames with 
the Murder of the Earl of Eſſex , or with any thing relative to his 
Death ; doth ſerve only to diſcover his Vanity,accompanied with an 
implacable Malice. And gives occaſon to the moſt modeſt and re- 
ſerved Cenſurers vf Perſons and Things, to judge that his cheriſhing 
himſelf, and ſtudying to obtrude the Belict of it upon others, at firic; 
was not ſo much from a weakneſs in his Underſtanding, which is no 
diſparagement to him-'to think him capable of ; as from a Crime in 
his Will, which rendreth hima very bad and wicked Man ; where- 
as the former would have only publiſh'd him crednlous and lilly. And 
it argucth a great deal of {mpudence and Pride. as well as of invete- 
terate Rancour and'Spleen, for him to fancy, rhat more credit ought 
to be given unto him, upon his daring ard bare Aſperfions, than et- 
ther to the neareſt Relations of that unfortunate Lord , or to the 
Houſe of Peers , in diſclaiming and ſtifling the flanderons Accufation 
in the manner they dia, However the w(carriage in this one Adven- 
ture of blackning K. Fames , makes it violently ſuſpetted what un- 
ſacceſsfuIneſs they would have had in the Proot of other Imputati- 
ons, with which he hath been no leſs rndely than andaciouſly Charg- 
ed. Itis true, his Diſpenſing with ſome Laws is too notorious to be 
denied ; bhr at the ſame tim? it is very queſtionable, wheiher he had 
not a Right by his Prerogarive to do it; and it 1s molt certain , that 
he had the Opinion of the Judges that he might , who were the only 
known Expeſftors of Laws, and the living Oracles of the bounds and 
limits of Sovereigaty in the Intervals of Parliaments, And it there 
be any ground to blar1e him for giving us an Original in this Matter 
of Royal Authority and Power, I am ſurc it hath ſince been Copied o- 
yer and over, by a bare-facd departure from the Laws, in things 
more of reach 0 Mareft than any in which he pretended to ſuper- 
Statutes of the Realm. B And 
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And whereas my Lord, amang-the many real, or. pretended Griev- 
ances, Which ypon this ;Revplurzqn we -hoped'to be deliver'd from, 
there was none ſo miſchievous in it felf., and fromwhich we with 
more aſſurance promiſed our ſelves the being redeem'd,' than that of- 
holding our ſelweeprecariqully, and being kept; in daily Jenpardy of 
looſing them, by the Perjuries of Subagged ap Rir'd-Villajns, nat- 
withſtanding our quiet and peaceable Departfignt towards thoſe ſeat- 
ed in the Throve, ,which.we thought , that we -might with the more 
confidence expe(t., having begiv reſcud, from it during all the Reign 
of K. James; it having until-naw na .reproach and dilparage- 
ment peculiar to the Government of his Brather-K, Charles. Being 
unknown .jn all othegReigns,, but. unhappily -introduc'd , and too 
much praQtiſed to his Diſonaur, and his $ubje&'s Danger and Vex- 
ation, while he fat on the Threxe, Byt it frems that upon this, as 
well asmany other Accounts, -his Reign, which gave gcealion to all 
the Miſchicts that have ſince enſued , | 1s-choſen to be the Pattern of 
Adminiſtration, and Management under this. For among other diſ- 
appointments we have met with undgr the late Change, and our be- 
ing fruſtrated in things of the vaſteſt Moment which we-expected to 
have ſeen redrefſed , it is with extream. Sorrow , that we find 
that Crime unknown to Twrks and Heathens, as wellas to all Nations 
profeſſing Chriſt;anity beſides theſe ; namely, not only of. countenan- 
cing mercenary and infamous Raſcals to Swear quiet and innocent 
Men out of their Lifes, but of Bribing , Inſtruting, and Training 
them thereynto, ſtill kept up, with af the CEE openels that 
it heretofore was, yea better encouraged and rewarded ; and there- 
upon more frequently and audacioully prattiſed, than eyer it had 
been in-the Reign of K. Charles, of which we have with ſo much Rea- 
on complained. Haw ſcandalous doth it look ? And what diſhoaggur 
and infamy doth itderive upon Government, -to find the Emiſſaxzes of 
our Stateſmen and Miniſters hawking up and down for Indigent and 
Neceſſitous Jacobites, and accoſting them with a Commiſſeration of 
their poor and ſtarving Condition, gad how willing they arenoton»> 
ly to relieve, but to render them happy and opulent, provided-they 
will only make themſelves capable Subjects of favour ang} bounty; by 


detecting what they know againſt the Goyernment ; and-diſcavyes 
whether they be not conſcious of the Criminal Deſigns, of ſuch 
ſuch, and prepared to depoſe and ſwear againſt them? Which conGder- 
ing their Poyerty, together with that decay o&Morglity as. wellas.Re- 
lyzionzand That range growth got only of Prafiyce/pbur af Sprey/grive 
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Athejſm in theNation,muech occaſioned by late prattices aa 
ons, isequtvolent to the tempting thoſe miſerable Wretches to for. 
ſwear themſelves for Bread , and is the giving them aim in the mur- 
deringof whom they may do the moſt meritorious At to the Go- 
vernment , -and make the moſt adyantagious Bargain to themſelves. 
And if this doth not prevail upon thoſe indigent Creatures , whom 
Poyerty and Jrreligion have diſpoſed for the Impreſſion of the weak- 
eſt Temptation ; The next Affaulc upon them, is under-the pretence 
of relieying their Want, to give them a Crown or an Angel, and then 
to call it leyying and Subſiſtance Mony ; and thereupon to neceſſitate 
them either by Perjury to deſtroy others, or-to fall and periſh them- 
ſelves, upon the accuſation of thoſe that pretended charitably to 
ſupply them. Nor can it ſeem ſtrange or aſtoniſhing to your Lord- 
ſhip, to find ſuch courſes-and methods purſued towards the ruining 
particular-Men, when you obferve the ways that are notoriouſly tak- 
en, to make Members of Parliament, ſo treacherouſly and: feloniouſ- 
ly deſtroy-the Kingdom. For beſides the many Members of the Houſe 
of Commons , with which the beginning and original Grants of all 
Money for the Support of the-Government is undiſputably lodged, 
who haye Places and Employments equivolent @@ Penſions z and by 
which; as the ſtanding and meritorious Qualification that-entitleth 
them unto, and giyeth them an indefeſible Title-in their Poſts, they 
are byaſled to give whatſoever is demanded ; there are many others 
purchaſed by Gratuities, Gifts and Salaries, to c@ncur in, and pro- 
mate all publick Aids, which they too readily do,-without- the leaſt 
reſpe&t to the Welfare and Safety of the Kingdom, upon the meer 
foot of finding their own Intereſt wrapt up ſo eminently in what 
they give. And it is beyondall contradittion , that whoſoever will 
hire and bribe Members of Parliament to ſubvert and deftroy-the 
Conſtitution, and murder the Kingdom, which the Praftice I have 
laid before you , palpably and uncontroulably doth ; . fuch Perſons 
will never {cruple the Rujning individual Perſons, by the worſt and 
moſt infamous Arts, if it be but ſybſervient to their revengefal , 

ty, and covetous Ends.: And while there is ſo general failure 
in Vertue, as yell as a departure from all- Honour , ſave that of 
Parehment ; :it is a wonder that inſtcad of a few little Miſcreants, 
who in the beſt and-moſt innocent Ages would have been reckon d a- 
mongſt inked of- ind ;. they have not: furniſhed themfelyes 
with a multitude pf pf; ame apa are with Titles, and diſtinguiſh- _ 
= ed from the Yilgys , by Names and Charatters, which uſed in fimes j: 
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of Morality and Religion, to be of ſome eſteem and veneration. 1 
ſhall not deſcend to a particular mentipning of thoſe that have with- 
ſtood the Temptation, upon their being care(s'd and menac'd, in Or- 
der to their being gain'd, and diſciptind for Evidences, as judging ic 
will be more uſeful to reſerve the Declaration of them to a. Parlia- 
ment; and the rather becauſe divers of them have been.queſtioned 
about the Guiltineſs of ſome Members of both Houſes, which is in 
clfeCt the telling them, that they would have ſuch and ſuch deſtroy- 
ed, and that they ſhall be plentifulby rewarded, -if they put on an Ef- 
frontery with alittle ſpeciouſneſs to doit, I will not my Lord, he fo 
rude and uncivil, as to ruffle you -on the account of thoſe that have 
ſuffer'd lince this Revolution, for the Crimes of High Treaſon again(t 
the Government ; ſeeing that might not only be interpretec a want 
of deference and reſpe@ to your Loraſbip's Honour, and Integrity ; but 
accounted an impeaching and arraigning the Juſtice of the Nation: 
Yet ſuffer me with the utmoſt Modeſty of one that highly Eſteems 
you, and who would both promote your Repentance towards Gad, 
for any haſty and indiſcreet Exceſles that are paſt ; and prevent your 
falling intoany thing that may favour of intemperate and unrighteous 
Zeal for the future zgto call over, and bring to your remembrance , 
the Foxr Antecedent Trials and Condemnations of this kind, and to tell 
you whxt the Candor aad Fidelity of your faithful Servant, how lit- 
tle the Credit of thoſe that ſat upon them is raiſed at preſent, or 
thetr Memary likely to be embalmed hereafter, by the Wiſdom and 
FJaſtice diſplayed in the manage and condutt of them. I acknowledge 
that your Zorgſhip's Acceſs to the obtaining the Convittion of Perſons 
Arraigned uſcth-to be leſs,than that of ſome others joyned inCommi/<- 
Fon with you, and your deportment during the Trials is more decent 
and becoming your Character, than that of divers of your Aſeſſors, 
Yet a little Reileftion on the 77ials I am now to mention, will quick- 
en your Remembradce, Whether there was thac Scrutiny about, and 
Coy into the Credibility of the Witneſſes, which ſo important a 
Caſea s the Lifes of Men, and the Forfeiting their Eſtates, to the 
Impoveriſhing their Families and Poſterity doth require? And whe- 
ther all that Help and Afſiſtance was given tothe Arraigned, which 
the Law doth allow, and makes incumbent upon the P«age to yield ? 
For to begin with the Firſt, which was the Convitting andSentencing 
the Chair-Man to Death , For L ing War to diſturb the Tranquilit 
of the Nation , and to De-Throne ms Diſpoſſeſs King William ; whic 
had it not been traſafted ina Court of Juſtice, would have look'd ra- - 
ther like a Banter upon the Government, than a Teſtimony of Loy-.. . 
| . ...» a_ 65,20; oth —_ Ir. © 
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alty and Zeal to ſupport it. I do very well know, that all for which, 
he was found Guilty and Condemned, was exprelly ſworn againſt him; 
but car/it obtain-credit with any who allow themſelves the liberty ſe. 
Tionlly to/think,that one of his Meaneſs, had errherithe intereſt, pow- 
er, or Treaſure, to-make the leaſt Comotion in the Kingdom or that 
a Perſon bred all his days to fo inferior and fervile an Employ as hc 
was, had either the Courage and Boldneſs to muſter Forces, or the 
Saucineſs and Vanity once to imagine,that he could overrurn Thrones, 
and wreſt Scepters out of the Bands of Princes ? Had he been accu- 
ſed and convicted for deſigning to have Aſſaſſinated either of the Two, 
-Veſted with the Supream Anthority, there night have been ſome pro- 
bability in 1t, as being praCticahe , and of the like whereof the Ro- 
cords of former times have furniſhed us Inſtances and Examples. But 
tor a poor Creatureto be thought capable of enrolling Troops, and 
commencing War againſt -a Prince encompaſſed with a large difci- 
plin'd Army, and that in the Honey-month of his Government, when 
8 the Nation generally was fond of him , may be 1eckon'd among the 
leaſt of Incredibles; and ſeems obtruded upon the Faith of the King- 

dom, meerly to expoſe our Credulity. And | have often obſerv'd,that 

your Sborned Fellows, doeither ont of too much Haughtineſs, or too 
-little Senſe make the ſame ſporr at theMajeſty of Courts of Judicature, 

and of the Underſtandings of the reſt of Mankind, that they do with 

the Lifes of thoſe they are hir'd to murder. Ina word, all that with 

the lealt ſhadow of Truth can be conceiv'd of what the Man was ac- 
cuſed of, is that he had been charitable to thoſe he apprehended in 
greater diſtreſs than. himſelf, which adminiſtred occalion to the un- 
grateful Wretches that receiv'd it, to gain a Reward from thoſe at 
the Helm of Afairs, through their ſtiling and ſwearing 1t Levy and 
Subliſtence Money. And as for Cro/s the Kentiſh Attorney, who was 

WM. Tried and Condemncd for 2oing abroad the French Fleet, when they 
F lay upon theCoaſlt ; it is known-that he was as patizonate and violent 
a Wiliamite as was in the Kingdom ; and that he went thither meerly 
out of Curioſity, conceiving.it no Crime, nor apprekinding any dan- 
ger by it, and not upon adilloyal and treacherous acconnt. Fer what 
better Teftimony could be given of the poor Man's Zeal and Afettion 
for theGovernment,than praying with that Heartineſs that he did, for 
the Preſervation and proſperous Reign of Wil/iamand Mmy , at the 
' time and place of his Execution , when and where none without be- 
ing highly uncharitable, can imagine that he would diſlemble. And 
. were the Farobrres capable of taking that pleaſure inthe rvine of In- 
” on Ron PRI 2 "EIS Y nocent 
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C10) 
nocent Men, which your ſcandalons Whigs, and too many of your bji 
gotted Phanaticks {cem to do; his Execution was a thing where n 
they would have thought themſelves extreamly gratifted. And they 
will atall times ea your Severitics of that kind, if not favours 
they take pleaſure In, at leaſt aCtions which will neither provoke 
their reſentment nor indigoation. Nor is it unworthy of your obſer- 
vation, that the unhappy Man was halloo'd and purſu'd to Death, by 
| | Perſons who valu'd themſelves heretofore for being in a Fattion , of 
| . which few are Loyal to Monarchs out of Principle, but ſolely for [n- 
' tereſt, And of whom there are too many, who out of Devotion to 
their do! of a Repablick,, will be ready to ſacrifice,and give up to Scaf- 
(nlds and G:bhers* all thatare addited to King ſhip, whoſoever be the 
Kinz. As for Mr. Aſon's Caſe, the Severity he met with hath been 
alrcady repreſented in Print , without any Reply hitherto given in 
\ indication of the Juſtice of the Nation , to what is there declared 
and laid open. And 'tis ſufficiently known by all of any Converſation 
»t Whitehall, and about the the Town , that he was not ſo much Con> 
ucmn'd for what was produc'd againſt him at the Bar, as for what was 
« onceal'd, being held unhit to be diſcover'd. For the Papers concern- 
ing tie Legitimacy of the P., of Wales, which he was carrying over to 
IK. James ; firſt for his peruſal, and then for his approbation, in or- 
der to have preſented them tothe Parliament, was that which influen- 
ced more to his DeſtruCtion, than all beſides whereof he was accuſed, 
which in the Opinion of very wiſe and impartial Men, were but tri- 
fling and inſignificant things, and which as they did not deſerve ſo 
hard a Fate ; ſo they would never have prevailed upon an unpreju- 
dic'd Jury to have found him guilty , without a very ſtrange and la- 
j boured Miſleading. And pardon me my Lord, if I bewail the Suppreſ- 
4 lion pf the forementioned Papers, and take the liberty to tell you, 
i that th: refuſing the Natzon the favour of ſceing them, renders it very 
wee much ſuſpected, Thar the laſt Invaſion was not in all things alledged as the 
anotives tOit , f d in that Juſtice and Honor which were made to be- 
lieve, But th wave that, I ſhall only preſume to ſubjoin , that tho the 
1 Providences and Judgments of God are inſcrutable, yet it ought not 
+# at to be let paſs without obſcrvation, that the only Judge at. time on the 
Bench, who treated him with uncivil as well as uncomely Malice ; 
and who byhis whole behaviour,ſeem'd to have an unquenchableThirft 
aſter.his Blood, died ſoon after wallowins in his own.. Nor is it to be * 
imagin d what recommended that Perſon to the Bench ; after his 
having promoted and haſtged the Execation of ſo many in the Waft. | 
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Anno 1685. unleſs it was that having given ſo fignal a Teſtimony of 
his inhumane and implacable Cruelty to thoſe ot the ſame Party and 
Intereſt, of-which he prggended to be , he was therenpon taken and 
held fora Perſon that would be no leſs barbarons real! ſuch of ano- 
ther Faftion, as ſhould have the-misfortune to fall within the Circle 
of his Power and Rage, For it is moſt certain, that tho Feffereys un- 
derwent the Clamour, and bore the Blame of thoſe Executions; yer 
molt of the Guilt lay upon Polexfer, of whom 1 have been ſpeaking. 
And for Anderton, who is the lalt that ſince the Revolution hath becn 
Exccuted for High Trea/on of this Kind, there ne:deth no more to ſhew 
both the Perjary of the Witneſſes that ſwore againſt him , and the ſe- 
verity and haſtineſs of his Convittion, and Condemnation , than that 
a Perſon arraigned and condemned fince at the ſame place, hath o- 
penly confelled and avow d , that he printed and publiſi'd the Book , 
tor which poor Anderton was Caſt ard Executed. Nor is it for the 
Credit of thoſe that ſat as 7zdges, or were upon the f:wry, that ſoin- 
famous a Fellow as Srephcns was the Principal Witneſs at the Trial , 
and the Perſon upon whole Teſtimony eſpecially, rhe arraigned was 
caſt. For beſides his being univerſally known for a Raſcal, that will 
be purchaſed to perpetuate any Villany, provided he may ind Impu- 
nity in doing it ; his whole behaviour at that time when he gave his 
Evidence was ſo exceſſively Rude and Rancoaro:s towards the Priſoner, 
as might give any indifterent Man a jult cauſe to believe, that he was 
provoked by Malice , or ſway'd by Command, and encouraged by 
Reward, to what he did. My Lord, 1 do not deſign by this briet,Col- 
leCtion of theſe Trials, todetract trom your Prudence and Modera- 
tion ; and much leſs to charge you with Injuſtice as to the portion 
and ſhare you had 1n them ; but the Whole I propoſe, is humbly to 
repreſent, that there ſeems to haye been a blameableneſs ſome where; 
and particularly that as Juries are generally too credulous in ſuch 
Caſes, and many times prepoſleiled and prejudiced upon the Motive 
of Party and Faftion ; fo the Wirnelles arc ofren too mercenary and 
revengeful to be callly believed. And among other Examples of the 
corruption of Wizrefes, and of the calincfs of Jurics to be impoſed up- 
on, and the vigorous exceſſes, which through their being of ad iffer-= 
ent and oppoſite Party to the Priſoner before them, they are liable to 
be hurried into ; the Corviction of Mrs. Aderrywerher is one that hath 
ſenſibly affeted yon, and hath furniſhed you with an occaſion of tc- 
ſtifying your Goodneſs, Compaſllion, and Fortirnde, as well as decla- 
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atd _ an 2maring coherence to thoſe things he had impudence to 
ſay,the beitef of a Plot was greatly trengthned and encreafed. But the 
Villain having told the Hex/e of concurring Witneſſes whom he had, 
but whom (after all the Sum he bubled ſome le of ) he could ne- 
ver produce, -and having ſlandred and accuſed ſeyeral Perſons of con- 
dition, whom he no ways knew, or had at any time obtained an ac- 
ceſs unto, his credit at firſt dwindled by degrees, and at laſt his hay- 
ing forged whatſoever he had ſaid, became notorious. Upon which 
the Houſe for the vindication of its own Honour ; but to the Grief of 
many without doors, and of ſome within, not only voted him an /n- 
famous Perſon, but ordered that he ſhould be profecuted, Which af- 
tcra long declav, the reaſons whereof they are beſt able to aſſign who 
were guilty of it, he was before your Lordfhip ; and upon being con- 
vited, was adjndged to the Puniſhment which the Law appointeth 
and ailows, but not what the Crime deſerves, thro a fatal GCefeCt in 
the Rules of our Government. For whereas by the Laws of Natnre 
and Revelation , as well as by the eſtabliſh 'd Sandton of all other 
Nations, a Villany of this high ard horrid nature , 1s made not on- 
ly punifhable with Death, but a death accompanied with a'l the cru- 
el and infamous circumſtances which the calumnious Confpirators 
would have brought upon innocent Men ; it is the diſgrace and re- 
proac!i of this Kingdom , which with a ridiculous Vanity ſo much 
boaſteth ot the Fxcellency of its Conſtitution and Laws, that it is 
mad- only obnoxious to the Chaſtiſement, whichthe pettiteſt Trans- 
greſſion ſuhjcteth Oitenders unto. [And whereas we hoped-upon the 
Revointion to have been relieved agarn{t this, as well as many other 
Grievances, yet toour diſappointment and conttmued Calamity, and 
to the Dilhonor of thoſe who are become poſſeſſed of the Throne, we 
have not ( by reaſon of the Influence of the Government upon fame 
bigotted and revengetul) and other Penfionary Members of Parliament) 
been ſo much as able to procure the paſſing of a Bu! for giving us the 
common Fayours, Help, and Afiſtances in Trials of High Treaſon , 
which we are allowed in Pccuniary Matters, and in all other Cafes. 
And who with induſtry, vigour, and ſpleen, oppoſed a nd hindred our 
obtaining of it, but your Ric//s, Towng's, Clyks, Arnold's, &&c. that 
both ſo mnch needed, 'bewailcd the want of 1t heretofore, which in 
the righteouſneſs of God, tiey or their Poſterity may do again, and 
* bya jnſt retaliation be refuſed. Now this that I have laid before your 
Or: bip, of the audacious; onſpi avies of Fuller for rhe deſtruction 


Oo b 5 
l [1 


' R 


[ 


\ , 
| 3 - 
= 


by 


al. 1 ac 


(14) 
c4Þable of attempting,and what countenance the worſt barbarities may 
meet with from ſome,who hy their Places,as well as by theirCharatters, 
and Quality, ſhould not only diſcourage, but endeavour by al] means 
to have them puniſhed. And it doth withal ſerve to inſtruft you, not 
£0 bc tao credulous,nor to believe e'ry!one guilty, whom indigent and 
gvoral Fellows have the impudence to ſwear againſt. And that you 
ay be further informed, as well as forewarned how little Men's In- 
nocency ſignificth tothe skreening and covering them from danger, I 
crave liberty to remind you , what Young the Parſon in conjunction 
with Blacker had contrived, in order td the Murdering ſeveralof the 
firſt Quality in the Kingdom, beſides divers Gentlemen of lower De- 
gree, For theſe Fellows judging it too little and mean for Perſons of 
their tranſcendency in Villany , meerly to ſwear that ſuch and ſuch 
bad conſpir'd and combin'd to Reſtore and Re-Eſtabliſh KR. James ; 
they had the audacious and unprelidented Impudence, to forge an A'- 
{cciation, and to counterfeit and affix the Hands and Names ot tonou- 
rable Peers, and Worthy Perſons unto it , importing thety having 
mutually and jointly undertook to diſpolleſs K. H/illiam, and to bring 
back and re-advance K. James, And tho it was morally impoſlible as 
well as altogether incredible, that had there been ſuch a Delign, and 
ſo concerted and ſtipulated , Wretches of the meanel$ of Young and 
Blacker ſhould have been admitted upon a Secret of ſuch Importance 
in it ſelf, and whereof the Diſcovery would have rendred thoſe con- 
ccrn'd liable to the loſs of Lite, Honour and Eſtates. Yet not only 
with what calincſs, but leachery, was the belict of it entertain'd by 
divers of our Supream, and reputed wiſe A41niſters, And notwithitand- 
ing ts being in the whole matter of it , more Ludicroous than Farce, 
or Burtholomew-Fair-Show , and fitter to amuſe Gaping 4b, thanto 
be ſtaged before, and to be entertained by State/men; yet with what 
ſeriouſneſs and gravity was it brought to the Conncil-Board, and re- 
ceived there as a Subjett worthy of weighty and ſolemn Debate. 
Whill in the mcan while , the very bare ſuſpeCting that the Perſons, 
whoſe hands were forged to that invented and Srppoſuticions Paper, were 
capable of being guilty of ſo weak and filly a thing could not miſs 
deriving upon the Government , the ſtain and reproach of Simplici- 
ty and Folly, as well as of Ingratitude and Injaſtice. For as the two 
Reverendand Learned Biſhops, were ſecured by their Vertue, Modeſty 
and Prudence, from all juſt Suſpicion of having been in the lealt ac- 
ceſlary to that whereof they,accuſed ; So my Lord Malborough's have, ' * 
aaiLilouced {0 cminently and effeftially to the Revolution, wag? 


( 15 ) 
enough to render his Loyalty to this Government unqueltionable be- 
cauſe neceſſary ; and his return to K. James's Intereſt incredible, by 
reaſon his receiption-into the Grace and Favour of that Prince is im- 
pratticable. Nor could the Mimſters be ſo great ſtrangers to the infa- 
. mous Charaitcr: of the Witnelles (whoſe many and notorious Crimes 
had ſufficiently pabliſh:d them before through the whole Nation as 
Raſcals,who had foricitcd all right to be believed and creditted) as to 
hope to have their Integrity aadRighteovſneſs juſtified in Seizing and 
proſecuting any upon their Teſtimony. And yct had it not been for 
the miſling of the Forged Paper , when it was at firſt ſo narrowly 
ſearcht for at the Byſbop of Rechefter's , where one of the Rogues had 
traicerouſly and feloniouſly lodged it ; It is ſcarce to be conceived, 
how ſome of our Srareſmen were prepared to have puſhed that Aﬀair 
to the impriſonment of ſeveral. But that miſadventure, together 
with the defences which the forcſaid Eloquent Biſhop , aftcr his ap- 
prehention made at his being examined before the Council , rendred” 
them more [low and wary in their Procecding. And thereupon thro' 
the gaining the reſpit of alittle time, there was an opportuvity oh- 
tained, not only of diſcovering and laying open the many infamon\ 
and horrid Crimes whereof the Rogues had at other times bcen guil- 
ty ; but of fully deteCting the Forgery of the Aſſociation, and where 
they had ſecretly laid it in the Bjhop's Huuſe , 1n order to have de- 
ſtroyed himand others , in caſe it had been found by the Clerk of the 
Council, and the Meſſengers when it was ſo induſtrioully ſought for. 
And truly my Lord, had not Young laboured under a ſtrange defeCt 
of Morals, he was incomparably qualihed in all other reſpeas, to 
have been a Select ſingular, and Standing Witneſs for the Stare. For 
as he hath a ſufficiency of Wit and Preſent of mind to be ablc to give 
things the beſt Gloſs and readieſt Turn of Thougly ; ſo he is turniſh- 
ed with alarger Stock of Impudence and Aſlurancethan molt Men in 
the World are. Of which your Lordſhip was an aſtoniſhed Witnels, 
when you had him beforg you at the Bar, to be tried for the Forgery 
which I have mentioned,"ro be condemned to the too gentle and fee- 
ble Puuiſhment, which rn Law hath ordained for it. For with what 
Confidence did he ſtand, not only under the load of a thouſand in- 
famous Actions, of which. all the Court, by their peruſal 'of the Bp. 
6f Rocheſter's two Books, knew him to have been guilty, .but under 
- the fulleſt and cleareſt proof of the malicious Forgery , for which he 
was then Arraigned, .Yea with what Effrontry and air of Impudence, 
to theamazement of all there, did he continue to aſſert his own In- 
£ = ATOENTS nocence, 
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nocence, and perſevere in his crimination of others ? But that which 
flleth Men molt with Sorrow Int reference to that tranſaftion, and 
which keeps them under difquieting Fears ever fince, is thar _ 
Young arid Blavket were iftruments in it, yet, people of another F:- 
oure muſt have been the firſt Conerivers and Muthors of it. And the 
handing Mony to Blacker , white kept in Cuſtody by ler the Mel- 
| ſenger ; and conniving at his Efcape from thence, gives us more than 
if a ſuſpicion of it, and little leſs than a Moral certainty. For that 
jk Rogue having been the 7g! employed too, and with Young by the 
| Superior Managets, and having threatned to ſqueek in caſe given up 
| and abandoned to a publick Puniſhment; it was fo ordered, that he 
might not only be permirted ro get away , but bs ſhelter'd and main- 
tained in 1relavd, whether he withdrew. And from whence the Go- 
vernment might haveeaſily brought him back, were there not a my- 
ſtery in that Aﬀair , which it is not for ſome» Peoples Honor to have 
unravell'd. Nor wasthe Meſſenger, out of whoſe Houſe and Cuſtody 
he made his Eſcape, ever puniſhed for his carcleſneſs and neglect | 
but after a little menacing and Reprimand , which was mcer Gri- | 
mace, he hath been treated all along fince , with more diſtinguiſhing 
Favours, than tcll to the ſhare of his fellow Officers. Neither durit 
ſo mean and creeping Wretches azYoung and Blacker, how impu dentani 
1*# malicious ſocver they are, haveattacqu'd Perſons of the Earl of Aal- 
borough, and the Biſhop of Rochefter's Rank and Quality, and who had 
Thi merited fo well of the Goverament , and were believed at tha: time 
| to ſtand in'a!l terms of fairneſs with it ; had they not been prompted, 
- guided and encouraged to it, by Perſons of Authority , Grandure, 
He and Eminency. And had Villains ated meerly under their own Con- 
t duet, and by the. influence 'of Perſonal Malice and Avarice, they 
4 nete) would have Sgt out ſuch to be accuſed, as are held Indiſcreer, 
381 Talkative, and Tath, aud with whom :it might have been likely tor 
them to have had ſome converſation ; and not Perſons of the great- 
eſt Prudence, Circumſpettion, and Reſervedneſs of any in the King- 
dom; and into whoſe Society it was morally impoſſible that any 
ſhould judge them to have been admitted , nor ſo much as into their 
Preſence, unleſs as Beggars, and indigent Supplicants. Sothat this 
Conſpiracy by Suborning ewo infamous Raſcals , and of obtaining 
t thereby Credit to a Plsr, upon the Belief of which, ſeveral Nobte, 
Ki Reverend, and Worthy Perſons, were to have been involy'd under 
gullt of ruine ; may ſerve to inſtru your *Lordſhip not to be haſty 
and forward in giying credit to, the-preſeat 1mportunate and'Noif 
FI. von ET I Clamonre. 
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Clamours, and to make you extreamly wary , how you proceed to 
the conviction and conden:.nation of thoſe that are accuſed, and 
Lhreatned to be arraigned. Nor will it bc enough either for YUUr 
Abſolution when you appear before the Tribunal of God , which you 
muſt ſhortly do; nor for the Vindication of your Juſtice, and the 
Support of your Honor before Men while you are here, to leave 
things toa Jury, unleſs you enquire with the utmolt Care and Pene- 
tration into the Credibility of thoſe that depoſe and ſwear, and upon 
what motives, and by what mcans, they are prevailed vpon, and 
brought to Go It. 

Nor can It my Loid, be now any mattjcr of wonder, if after two 
ſuch repeated cxperiences as | have ment oned, of ſome Men's hav- 
ing defigned to deſtroy a quiet, innocent, and peaccable People, up- 
on inverted and forged Confplacics aginit the Government, {upport- 
cd by the Oarhs ard Teſtimonies of Murcenary and Brib'd Fellows, 
that the greateſt Zealors for R. William and Q, Mary, as well as they 
who arc not intemperately ond of their Soverejgnty, are become 
hugely Suſpicious that the Allarom now given to the Nation by the 
Noiſe of a freſh Plcr , hath no other Foundation, than ſome ſham 
. contrivance of ſome 1.#tle Miniſters, who would make theinſclves 
yalu'd{and necclſcry,and raiſe Fortunes out of theRuines of thoſe,with 
whom upon diſtinCtion of FaCtions , and contrariety of Principles , 
they are diſplaged. For it is not enough to involve Men in the Crime, 
of Deſigning to deſtroy the Governmert ; that they cannot obtain 
Leave of their Conſciences vigorouſly to ſupport it. How many are 
there, who cannot nicely diſtinguiſh themielves from under the ob- 
ligations that they owe to K. Fames, that are nevertheleſs willing to 
remaig quiet under the Power that is over them, and to ſleep in whole 
Skins. And I am inclinable to believe , that had not thoſe ſtiled J4- 
cobites, been made all of them uneaſy in their Fortunes , and many 
of them impoveriſhed , by double Taxes , becauſe they cannot re- 
nounce all the Religious, as well as Political Principles, with which 
your Tiliotſon's, Burnet's, Sherlock's, &c. imbu'd them , but that they 
would have ſit as filent and quiet under this Adminiſtiation, as any 
others whatſceyer, tho they cannot equally approve and commend 
it. And were it not for the reſpect that we ate obliged to pay to 
the Wiſdom and Authority of Parliaments, moſt }Pe1 fors of Pru- 
dence and Temperanceof Mind , would acknowledge , this to have 
been as fooliſh a Project, as it is peeviſh and il]-natur'd. Seeing all it 
amounts unto, is only the revepging themſc]ves on their Neighbours 
HU w_to 2 WF). upO tl 
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pon the nak:d account of Opinion, and mnſt have this effect, that 
hey who are thns diſtinguiſhingly, oppreſſed would be glad of a 
Change, how little ſoever they coe-operate toit. Nor was it eyer 
1 a ſucceſsful Method, to render any ſort of people either affe- 
Ctionate toa State, or quiet under It, to ſingle them out from the reſt 
of a Community, to be the objects of Severity and 111-uſage: The moſt 
that wiſe Governments have uſed to do, hath been only to preclude 
thoſe from Places of Honor and Profit under them, that have not been 
zcalouſly AﬀeCtionate to them. And tho they have ſometimes found 
incapaciting Laws neceſſary ; yet they have always held ſuch as are op- 
preſſive to be not only unwiſe, but unrighteous: And as this of ours 
isa Prefident of the firſt Impreſſion ;, ſo it is pollible, that ſooner or la- 
ter, it may come to be Copied, and imitated upon ſome of rhem that 
have ſet the Patrern, But to diſmiſs this , I ſhall proceed to tell you 
that the 7acobires do not only decline Plotting, becauſe of the hazzard 
and'danger that attend it, but becauſe they judge it needleſs and un- 
neceſſary. For this Government 1s haſtning to rutne,through the Folly, 
Laviſhneſs, and Knavery of thoſe that ſerve it; ſo that it were ſu- 
erfluons for any to expoſe their Lites in attempting to ſbbvert i-. 
hrough 111 Condutt and Miſmanagement, it's come almoſt to an 11- 


poſſibility of ſupporting it much longer ; and at the ſame time of pre=%s, 


ſerving the Kingdom. And under that Dilera few will ceſitate, wich 
of the 7wo is to be dropt and abandoned ; for notwithſtanding all 
that huffing and ſtrutting of the Afnifters about the ſteadineſs , 
ſtrength, and greatneſs of the Government; it muſt nevertheleſs be 
owned, that whilſt it remains engaged in the War, it is but in a Goe- 
cart, and'walks, and ſtands by the help of Leading-ſtrings, and can 
no longer {ubſiſt, than as it is ſhoared and underpropt , and with the . 
Expence of Suſtaining it grows unſupportable ; it ſinks without any 
Man's running the Hazzard of giving it a Puſh, by the meer with- 
drawing and with-holding the means by which it was ſuſtained; 
Which Poverty will ſoon reduce its greatelt Partizans to do, notwith- 
ſtanding all their Bigorrry and Zeal; For it is now uncontroulably e- 
vident , that after the greateſt Fund and Expence which was ever 
granted by Parliament towards the raiſing and maintaing a more nu- 
merous and brave Land- Army , than we have at any time, and ſup- 
ported. And after all the United-Strengrh of theſe three Kingdoins In 
conjunction, withall the utmoſt Power. which our good Alles the 
Dutch, and our other Confederates are able to afford and furniſh, that 
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ſecuring our ſelves in Trenches to mak a defenſive War, and to come 
home crowned with the honor of doing nothing. And that while we 
are priding our ſelyes upon our infelting the French Coaſt , and the 
Lurning a Fiſher-Town, at an Expence , Charge, and Loſs vaſtly a- 
bove the worth of it. We have not only abandoned our 44 1c 27e- 
Ships to the mercy of the Privateers, hut while we thus em; !oy 0:11 
Fleet, have ſuflered the French to poſlleſs th2mſelves of Jamaica, wnich, 
az it was the molt profitable of all our P/mrari9n; ; fo rhe loſs of ir 
added to the interruption and deſtruQtion of our Trade from all 0- 
ther places, will neceſſitate the whole Kingdom to grow weary of 
the Government, and to think of ſubvertizg it, to preſerve the Lit= 
tle that remains, rather than to looſe all, by ſtndying longer to ſup- 
portit- And for that Devaſtation we have in the mean time been 
making on the Frefcb , it ſeems meerly deligned to provoke them to 
revenge ; ſeeing, It Is certain, that they can make RepriEzls on 
any parts of our Co2/# when they pleaſe. I confeſs my Lord, that 
for the Facobites to argue at this rate, doth not ſavour of too much 
decency ; but 1 am ſure that it is a way of reaſoning, tho poſſibly 
weak as well as rude is admirably adapted, and extreamly proper, to 


+xeſtraign them from Plorring, and to keep them quiet. And the fol. 
ly and unmanrerlineſs of it may be better diſpenſed with , ſeeing it 


ſpeaketh them upon theſe hopes, and fanciful proſpets wholly ali- 
enated, and at adiſtance from promoting Diſturbances. For how- 
ever Enthuſiaſtick,, and Chymerick, this Reaſoning may be in 1than- 
ſelves, as it will not eſcape being accounted ſo by others, yet it has 
the:ſame influence upon them to continue peaceable, as if it were A- 
podittical and Oracular. But ſuffer me BY Lord, to deſcend to ſome 
Particulars relative to this Plot , which after all the mighty Noiſe 
Concerning It, and the impriſonment of {© many, and the looking aſter 
more upon Pretences and Allegations of having been embarqu'd 1n ir, 
do wholly deftroy the Credit of it with me , and wagh | doubt nor 
wheffrepreſented to your Lordſhip, will very much enfeeble and de- 
tract from the Belief of it with you. And to begin with Hugh Speak , 
and Henry Baker, to whom is intruſted the mwſtering and /evyirg of 
Witneſſes, as well as the condi, inſtruttion, and management of them; 
the One is ſuch compound of Folly aud 'Knatery , and the Other an 4- 
bridgement of Falſhood, Treachery , and-all fort of Yillany, that It 15 
impoſſible where they are known , to conciliate Faith either to any 
any Diſcovery they are-concerned in. And who- 
of the 24inifters that haye either adyanced unto, or 


( 20) 
do give them countenance in this Poſt and Employ , they are more 
pmilty of a Plor againſt the Honor of K. Wilkam and Q, Mary, the 
R-putation of the Privy-Cowncil, and the Credit of the Puſtice of the 
Nation, than any Facobites whatſoever z yea even Colonel Parker 
himfelf can be in a Conſpiracy againſt the Safety of the Government, 
and the Tranquility of the Kinzdom. And in truth it is a Lampoon 
upon the Stare to have it reported , that any thing is conveyed by 
their means, or through their hands, either to the Secretary”, or to 
the Officers of Fuſtic?. As for Mr. Speak, he hath never bzen other- 
wiſe look'd upon, by reaſon of his Folly accompanied with Vanity , 
than as the Sport of Society, and the Buffoon of the Towr, having 
only this to valve himſelf npon, that anſwerable to the meaſare which 
God hath denied him of Underſtanding and good Senſe, he 1s pro- 
portiorably furniſhcd with Conceit ; which doth as well to his fa- 
tisfaftion. The Prank he play'd upon the Ear! oP&ſſex's having Aſ- 
{aſlinated himſelf, and the trouble and diſtreſs which by his Impu- 
dcnce and Folly he was then brought under , doth ſufficiently ferve 
both to call kim to your remembrance, and to give your Lordſhip the 
CharaQter of the Man. Nor needs there more to expoſzas well as deci- 


Pher him, than that he who was ready 4 while ago to have ſworn: 


himſelf off upon the Statute &® ire po:mds he owed to a poor Wo- 
man near Grays-1r1, for Bread, Cheeſe, and Pots of Ale is of late , 

Ince he turr'd Wirne/ monger , not only become Rival to the greateſt 
Peers of the Realm in Grandure of living; but out-doeth them in Ex- 
pence and Magnificence. And if he receives the Afony needful to ſup- 
port anddefray ſo vaſt a Charge out of the Treaſury, as is believed he 
doth, having been heard, eagordering his Servant to go tell Harry 
Guy, that he expected his Mony ſhould be ready for him by four of 
the Clock ſuci an Afternoon ; then either the Treaſure of the Na- 
T10N 13 not ſo well diſpoſed and expended as it ſhould, or elſe there 
mult be ſome terrible Proſpect and Deſign on foot againſt the Facs- 
bires, which they are forced to beat all this Expence to cheriſh Mas 
curats. Bowever itis very ſurprizing, and poſlibly will not be very 
grateful to a Parljament when laid before them, that all our Troops in 
Flanders ſhould two poſts ago, have wanted a Fortnight Subſiſtance- 
Morey, ſave what they received out of the private Purſes of their 
Officers , and we in the mean tinze,be ſo prodigiouſly ſquandring and 
laviſhing it away here upon Rake. Hells, who have not Vertue oh , For- 
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pany of Witneſſes at home, may give us the Credit of a more glorious 
Campaign againſt a few naked and difarmed facobires at the O14- Baily 
and Weſt minfter-Hall, than all our vaſt and chargeable Forces are in a 
condition of obtaining againſt the ffarvid and cowardly French in 
Brabant. But to wave pleaſantry , the Subject being too tender and 
grave well to admit it, and which I ſhould not have uſed, but thar 
being obliged to re-encaygter Hugh Speak, I cannot forbear falling 
into ſome of that TacoenÞ which all Perſons are accuſtomed unto, 
when,is caſt into their Company; for God hath made ſome Crea- 
tures toexcite and humour our &rſibility , as he has made others to 
gratify, andexerciſe our Reaſoning and Intellefual faculties. But how 
contemptible ſoever Hugh Speak 1s in himſelf, and how much he ap- 

. pearsridiculons to all Wiſe men ; yet the more dangerous he is, if 
countenanced and ſ1pported, and the more hurt he may do, if any 
be ſo weak and wicked, as to believe either him, or thoſe under his 
Condut. And upon the Encouragement , together with the large 
Sums of Mony, which have been already vouchſafed him; he is ſwel- 
led to that exceſs of Vanity, as not only to equal himſelf to the wiſeſt 

* Miniſters 2hout ths Court in the knowledge of the Art of Government; 
but to prefer himſelf infinitzly before them, calling them in his com- 
An Diſcourſe Panies in the Polizic in compariſon of himſelf. And 
” 15 alſo arrived to that menacing and dangerous Arrogance, as to de- 
clare in open Companies. that he had ſeveral of the Privy Councellars 

at his mercy, and under his power. Which as it overthroweth the 
Credit of all he either ſayerth himſelf, or inſtrufteth and ſuborgeth 
others toſay ; fo it rendreth it the lefs incongrnous for him to boaſt 
what he can do againſt meaner People, and who are not (6 well 
Skreen'd from his extravagant mad Rage, as the Noble Perſons may 
hope tobe. Tho in Juſtice he ought to be'no more believ'd in refe- 
rence tothe /atrer ; than he is to be accounted worthy to be 1n rela- 
tion to the former, It is not credible how far the frantick Man's Am- 
bition ſtretcheth ſince he hath been entertaifſtd an Enroller and Traimn- 
erupof Witurfes. For he fixeth no narrower bounds to what he 1s 
immediately to grow up unto , than the getting himſelf poſleſſed of 
Four thouſand pounds per Anmm, beſidesmall additional of ready 
Mony about F oy thouſand pounds, Now how many Confiſcations, For- 
feitures, | Attajnaers, and Marthers muſt this Man have projetted, and 

ff ;-deligned, inorder to compaſs ſo much to himſelf, b.lides what the 
| i and the ſeveral Shares that are to go to Others? 
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tcr to'have a Chamber aſſien'd him in che Palace at Hoore-fields under 
thewaze Guidance of thoſe that have the overſight and ruling of the 
Lunatick,, than at an exorbitant Expence to be riotouſly maintained 
by the Court, in order to lay Gins and Snares for the Lites of innocent 
Men, by decoying and 4i/ciplinin of Witneſſes. And as for Harry 
Baker, who is not only the other Conduttor, but the Suborncy of 
the Eviderice-Tribe, and who values himſelf upon their encompaſſin 
him at his Levees and Couchces with their Maps in their hands, an 
in the being attended and guarded by theny in his Journeys to'Cheſhire, 

% Lancaſhire, where he lately went veſted with a Deſporrcal Authority, 

" not only over his Gang of Bandity and murdering Slaves , but over 
the Meſſengers of the Conncil, who were ordered to att with an im- 
plicite Obedicnce to his DireCtions and Commands. This Fellow 1s 
roo notorioully known to your Lordſhip, for his Cheating, Defrauding, 
Suborning.,, and Ignominious courſe of Life about the Town for many 
years, that you ſhould need his infamous Charatter coaveyed unto 
you by me ; and the Memoirs of his Life under the Title of th2 En- 
glifh Guſman, bzing preparing for the Preſs, in order to the Inſtrut- 
on as well as diveriionot Mankind ; it were but to anticipate what 
is ſo well and amply faid there, to interrupt your Lordſhip in your 
weighty-Affairs; by giving you wany long detale of his frandulent 
enormous, and infamous Practices. Only let me recommend your- | 
Lordſhip to the Right Honourable, my Lord Montague , who no doubt 
will vouchſafe to give you, ſuch an account of him in reference to 
his Carriage towards, and tranſaftions in the Aﬀairs of his Lord- 
_—_ Siſter, my Lady Harvey , as will not only fill you with aſto- 
niſhment at his enormous Roguery, but ſufficiently antidote you from 
being impoſed-upon, and millead by any Perſons whom he hath the 

Condutt of, and influenceth; and governs in their Inforinations. 

Nor is't improper to lay before you what diſquiet and trouble this 

brzzen-fac'd Fellow gave to moſt of the Vintners in and aboiit the 

Town, few years ago, && drawing Wine in Bottles inſtead of draw- 

ing itin Pors ; and how after he had compaſſed a great deal of Mo- | 

ny to himſelf by ſecret and clandeſtine compoſitions , he Sluded 
the Statute which had been made in that Caſe , defrauded 'the Go- 
vernment, and became obnoxious to the Penalty and Puniſhment ap- 

{ vinred inthe A: For it's known to Thouſands in City and Sub- 
--*r, thar whoſoever were the, little Scoundrells that appear'd above . 
"..,d in thoſe Informations and Proſecutions yct that it, was he thag* | 
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his advice and accethon perjur'd themſtlves, as well as made them- 
ſelyes guilty of all ſorts of Sharking, diſhoneſt , and opprobrious 
Tricks, And whom. my Lord, bat this Marry Baker hath for divers 
Years been giving vexation to ſeveral Roma: Catholicks in many parts 
of the Kingdom , in order torob, and get them diveſted of ve: y 
large Parts, Shares , and Proportions of their Eſtates, under pre- 
tence of their having been bequeathed unto, and ſetled upon Papiſh 
Fraternities, and Religions Houſes ; or the being ſome way made over 
and'conveyed to Superſtitions Uſes. And this Bartrater and Harpic 
growing ſenſible , that the infamous Wrenefes whom he had levied 
and ſnhorned, to atteſt and ſwear to thoſe Diſpoſals , wonld bythe 
clear and indiſputable Evidence of Perſons of Rank, Quality, and'un- 
' 1uſpected Credit, be proved guilty of Perjury the next Term ; he 
hath th-reupon changed the-Se&re, and to prevent that Infamy from 
falling npon his Witneſſes, he hath directed ; ſwayed, and influen- 
ced them to ſwear High Treaſon againſt the Genrlemen. Thar ſo up- 
on lo -of their Lifes, their Eſtates becoming forfeired; he, and'his 
Miſcreants may obtain a Share ot them that way , after their'deſpair- 
ing of getting it the other. Andit ishe proſpeCt of this, that Ba- up 
ker boalferh to his Friends, and feedeth himſelf with the Criminal 
Hopes of commencing fuddenly a Man of Quality , and of living to 
the Heighth of his laſciviousandg riotous Apperites. But m the /n- 
teri, until he can attain to thoſe Polleſſions, witch through ſuborn= 
"ing of Witneſſes he is about purchaſing by Marthers ; how diſgrace- 
fully doth it refle& upon the Government, and what indelible Re- 
proach doth it faſten vpon ſome in'theMimiſtry,that not only aPerſon 
of his infamous Chtracer;but a ainſtwhom'thereare fo manyACftions 
for Debt, and Executions in the hands -of Arorneys ( it being his 
Priticiple, tho never ſo well fock'd with Mony topay no man, if he 
can avoid it) ſhould Þe be ſo plentifulllly furniſhed by thoſe who arc 
truſted 'with the diſpenſing. and ifſiling out of the Treaſure of the Na- 
tion, as to be able not- only to live at the fplendid-and riotous rate 
he doth, but be in a Condition to feed-and/ſypply fomany Notorious 
Cormorants, and Beafts of Prey, ag attend him upon the Drudgery of 
Haltooing and Forſwearing Men to Death ! But-my Lord, itwould 
be to nauſeate and offend you, as well as toſtain-and pollute my felt 
to rake longer in this Sink and Kenel. And I dare refer any for ob- 
tair g afarther account: of him to' moſt of the Whiggiſh Zealors for 
the Governiment Ybolit the Town; to'atl-whom he is ſufficiently 
4 known for Ffands and Freactiery, and'to no one for his Truth, oy 
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bity and Juſtice. Yea , Ican ventnre your Lordſhip's' being better 
inform'd of him to the Teſtimony of Mr. Aaron Smuh, who, how- 
ever zealous he be in Proſecutions for High Trgg/on, and affeftion- 
ate warm, and ſteady a Prtizan for thoſe on the Throne; yet he hath 
more regard for his ownCredit,and more concernment for the honour 
of the Jultice of thexNation, as well as more compaſſion and tender- 
neſs for the Lifes of guiltleſs, innocent People, than to repreſent 
him as a credible Perſon ; or not. to tell you, if you will do your 
Self, Mankind, and the Nation that Right, as to require it of him ; 
that Trick, and Falſhood are to be ſuſpe&ed and feared in all that Har- 
ry Baker. does dip or intermeddle with, Nor would I be hopeleſs, 
but that Mr. Secretary Trenchard would concur with the reſt of his old 
Acquaintance in brandiug Harry Baker for a Fellow unworthy of the 
leaſt Credit in any thing, wherein he expects to find his Advantage 
and Intereſt. But that Mr. Secretary may be appreheniive, that what 
upon the Calculation of his Nativity was told him long ago, may be 
true ; namely, That his Proſperity and Honour ſhould commence at the 
time they did ;, and that after he had been eaſy and flouriſhed ſix Years, 
he. ſhould about the Period and expiration of them, fall into Trouble and 
Diſgrace, if he eſcaped other Diſtreſſes. And- if. it be in order to ob- 
viate and prevent his threatped //{-fortune , which according to that 
Prediction mult be approachtng and near, that he is ſo buſy in find 
ing Plots where there are none, and in trading with a Co f 
Villains, whom heencourageth to reveal what he 1s ſenſit.. . ch.y ne- 
ver knew , nor could.; he may by that means both accelerate his 
Mortification , and augment his Swferings, However this 1 am ſure 
of, that ſuch a method in the Adminiſtration of his Office will ren- 
der the worlſt that ſhall overtake him the 'more 7J«/#, and him theleſs 


pitted under It. And were he as much a Chri/t:an, as he pretends to. - 


be a Srate/-man, he would know that it is Equizy and Juſtice which fix 
the Nil in the Wheel, to hinder its rolling ; and not artifice, trick, 
and politicks calculated to.deſtroy ſuch , whom Laws areena&ted to 
preſerve. And-it would not misbecome him to imitate the Pattern 
of Moderationand good Nature, which the very honourable Perſon 
in the ſame Poſt with himſelf doth daily ſet and yield unto him, and 
a® toout-run and exceed it with ſo much fiery and undiſcreet hear. 
For as that truly Great Man contributed more to the Revolution, and 
the Eftabliſhment of this Gavernment', thag he had either Intereſt or 


Courage to do ; ſo that Noble Peer wantsnot4ntegrity , Zeal, and ' 
Fortitude to ſupport-it by all honourable, xIFucous, and proper 
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Means, tho he cannot meanly and undecently ſtoop to the unrighte- 
ons methods of doings (which Ged will certainly blaſt( thar orhers 
ſeem ſo fond of, and to praQtice with ſo mychvaluation of themſelves 
upon them. | (s 
 MyLord, that which remaineth to be laid before your ere 1 prt 
an end to the trouble that | have aſſumed eutrreratps-to give yon , $ / be 
isfo afford ſome little account of thoſe Witnefſes'wtoſe names | tave/ 
been able to attain after the beſt and moſt ditigenterqriry 1 can: 
make.But this may ſeem altogetherſuperfluons,afterthe repreſentation 
given of thoſe that have procured, and comtinue to manage them, 
Seeing none but the moſt deſpicahle, and moſt infamous of Men, as 
well as the moſt indigent and nccethitous , can put themſelves under 
the power and condutt of the Blades I have taken the pains to un- 
mask. Nor indeed 1s it eaſy to learn , who a!l the. Witneiles are, 
there being ſo much art ard induſtry uſed to hide and conceal them, 
which TI am fure calts no very honourable aſpect upon the Gorvern- 
ment ; tho it looks extream unfavourably upon thoſe that are accuſed: 
For the making it ſo great a Secrer , who they are that inform, inti- 
mateth that they are ſenſible they are of no good Repnration , and 
therefore dare not venture the having their Credib1/ity fifred and in- 
quired into. Nor was it ever found , but that laboor'd Concealments 
- of this kind, argn'd the weakneſs of Legal! Proot, but the Itrength 2 
of the Aer of the Government againit thoſe that were to be pro- Male * 
lecuted. Some talk as if many of them were Scorchmer, and as if 
thoſe of that Nation in the Adminiſtration of Aﬀairs about this Conrt 
were deſirous that their Kingdom ſhould have a ſhare in the Glory of 
yielding a Pack of Standing Evidence for the State as well as England 
and Ireland have done. And if the Charatter of Cxaming , which is 
too juſtly as well as commonly given to the Scorch holds true in thoſe 
that are to be hir'd at this time to be Witneſſes for the Governnent; 
- It looks as if there were a formed Defign of doing a great dealof 
twiſchief; and that they have choſen their Tools accordingly. But 
thenif we add to this the charafter of Falſe , which the Engliſh too 
— faſten upon mary of that Kingdom ; there is the leſs dan- 
Scr it is haped none wil} believe them. And therefore 2sto al! 
the preſent Evidences of the Scorch Nation , I will leave it upon that 
iſſue ; For not knowing who they are , hut upon uncertainty and ar 
random, I will.detrat from the Honeſty and Faith of none, tho.ir 2 
were eaſy to overthrow the,,Credpley of all that arc ſuſpetted.” Bur exedili 
let this or that man's Reputatiog þt never ſo bad, yet 1:vill nor ex. 
2 EIS 2 We. _—_—_. [ 9ie £1 


—_— 
A £9 
AE. 


_ 
- . 
- 
» 


: oF. 


CAan 


E # I 
ſe them unleſs there be, reat neceſſity for it, And then 
nnd oog nal pal . he poſleſſion of a Credit, which 
ve juſtly forſeiced,, ies them the enconragement, 2s well as 
unity of marderfffMminocent People, by coming in fally as 


Rutthat your Lordſhip may have ſome know- 
Bed of Brut, by giving you a view and {urvey 
fled the beſt of them ; 1 hall both attewpt and 


; w 
3 Ly 
- 
- 4 » 
R 


Th 


A it, wit. importuning your patience much long. 
; p : oth "Rc © Dance, Yous Omballs, and your 79 of 
&c. which ſwore firſt againſt the Lancaſhire Gentlemen to deprive 
them of thetr Eſtates, and have done the- like ſince to deſtroy their 
Lives but your bang a<quaiated with their quality and courſe of 
living, and you will-pot only think it a weakneſs, but criminal to. 

their Teſtimonies -. For D.mdy, he is converted Prieft, or if 
yon conſider the Motives upon which he ahandoned the Popiſb: Region, 
tem the P;oteſtant, which were to have ſcope for his Laſts of 
all k Fake whole Series of his Life ever ſince hath abundantly. 
teſtified,. you Will rather call him an Apoſtare one. And itwoull 
have bec * Credit of your Church ( for my Lord, I ama Pro- 
reſt aps; Wd. will never facrifice my Religion and Country to any 
Man) if he had-neverentred into the Communion of it, and more for, 
the Infamy of theirs , if with-allowance he had continued where he, .” 
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- Was: For Lnce he became A AMtmber of the Church of Englard , he kD 


hath: n all the molt ſcandalous Immoralities , and to de-. 
fray the nce of his Debaucheries, hath Pilfercd and Stole where. 
he couls,. tit he fell upon: the more ſafe and. eaſy, as well as- mare 
intul Frade of Arforming. And L better compare him to no Min. 
an to the ancient Evidence Smith, alias Barry, who having by Per- # 
jacy #Hhe# himſelf ypon the Papifs , turned at laſt a perjur'd, and * 
int Proteſtants, Which undoubtedly this Fellow © 
(when he finds his Profit and Interelt in.it,J, a * 
7 res, Whies, and Phanaticks, who now cocker 
herd harms as he doth at prefent againſt the Zacabices of a)LRAS 
gions, that he is houndedat, and fed with Bread for, as.tp Azial, 
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hes 2 broken Carricr , who, by Sloth, Riot, and Negledt,.hav 


tannielt to Poverty, - bath ſet upto repair his-Fartung out.0 
men's Eſtates , by forged and farſfworn, Depoſtions agajaft 
pd 2: has he was firſt Chime ny 4a ALHLghORy 
__— WT NI. .or.Contratted hun and then beco 
r ip the Guards, hc. quarried angther Wapapy 95k 
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| (27) 
as his Whore ; but afrerwards during thelife of this ſecond, he win 
and demanded his frf Wife: And this profiigate wrerch gaiog 
terwards into Ireland, while K, James was th:re, he'would have im- 

oſec upon that Prince, that he had been a Trooper in the Guards 

ut a Gentleman that knew him, informing the King what he had 
been, he was chetenpon refuſed the being adinitted into the Troop, 
which K. James was then re-eſtabliſhing, Ard moſt ſurcly he hy 
has the impudence, and dare be ſo criminal, as to lye to his Prizce, 
will never ſcruple the doing the like to your Lordſbip, and to a Conrr 
of. Fuſt ice, At lalt the Ratebell came from Ircland into Lancaſhire , 
where b:ing ſo necel{itous asto be ready to ſtarve, he reccived Retiet 
from ſcveral charitable Families , whom he ſo ungratefully requit- 
eth, as perjuriouſly to ſwear them ont of their Lives and Eftates. 
Fray now my Lord, do but vouchſafe to reile& upon the civil and 
moral Conditions of theſe Fellows , and jiidge whether it be poflible, 
and much leſs likely, that they ſhould be made acquainted with the 
diſpoſal, and conveyances of Gzmilcinen's Eftates , and lealt of all, 
that they ſhould be admitted upon fo important and dangerous a Se- 


cret, as Men of Quality's Plotting and Conſpiring againſt the Go- 


vernment ; Which it any Gentlemen ſhould be” {o weak and fooliſh as 
to allow, 1 will ſay, that inſtead of being put into the Tower, and 
Cheſter Caftle, &c. they ſhould be confined unto, and ſhut up in Berb- 
lehem, and treated as Madmen, not as Trayrors, But the many Per» 
ſons of Elteem, Vertue, and unſuſpetted Reputation, who are rege 
dy to prove the Wretches Perjur'd in reference to their fitions 
abont the Gentlemen's Bequeathments of their Eſtates , will thert- 
by, if they would ſay no more , meerly through having made them 


appear forſworn in that Caſe , over, rate their Credit, and tender 


them infanious in every thing elſe which they have the impudence to 
depoſe. And ſuffer me upon this occaſion to tell you, how barbar- 
os and unpreſidented ( faveduring the reign and rapine of Sir Wk 
liam Waller ) as well as illegal and infolent , the manner of appre- 


hending Gentlemen, and of ſearching their Honſes, bas been in Lay- 


caſhire.For not to inſiſt upon the going about and performing it,guard- 


ed and affiſted with Durch Horſe, whom we have no need to keep and | 


maintain inthe Kingdom, being furniſhed with ſo large an Army of 
Britiſh Subjefts, and of whom according to the Prince of Orange's 
Declaration dated at the Hagxe in the Year 88. we ſhould have been 
rid-and delivereg longago. But ir is the Policy jof this Govern- 
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( 28) : 
prevent and hinder onr believing the Declaration of.any other Prince 
after it, and thereby make the Reſt aurarion of: R. Fame: imprattica- 
ble, there being no other way, at l:a(t in their Opinions, to render 
it feaſible but the recovering and recorciling the Subjefts again to 
their Subjeftion and Dutys by the Conceſſions and Promiſes which 
he makes ina Declaration. Nor is it improbable , but that our /fi- 
miſters having read, or at lealt heard, for all of them are not much 
converſant with. Books, lee of the Monarchs of France coming 
from a Dukedom to the Sovereignty, ſaid, that being King,. he was not 
to revenge the Injuries he received as Duke, they may thereupon ima- 
gine, that K. Wiliam is not obliged to perform the Prince of Orange's 
moſt Solemn Promiſes ; But that which I call barbarous as well as 
legal, is that in many places whither they went, they plundered and 
violently took away whatſoever they were able to lay their hands up- 
on. For not being contented to apprehend Perſons, and ſeize Arms 
of War, they carried away Wallzng-Swords, Hunting-Saddles, Snuffic- 
Bits, Servants Cloatis, and Oates out of the Barns and Grenaries, And 
which is mote prejudicial'to the Gentlemen, than all the relt, un- 
der pretence of ſearching for Papers, they robbed them of, and car. 
ried away with them the Writings of their Effates : which if the Gen- 
tlemen do not receive Relief in, and others be covered from the like 
Intime to come, it is eaſy to imagine, that beſides the diſhonour 1e«s « 
dounding by the Government, it will-come to produce worſe eftef&ts, # 
and be followed with thoſe fatal confequences which I need_not to * 
foretell. For. arumour diffuſed through the Kingdom, for the en- 
rertainment whereof it is pretty well diſpoſed, that the Dugch are 
every whererobbing and plundering, may: occaſion as general a fly- Þ 
ng to Arms, and with more miſchief attending it, as the falſeand ® 
groundleſs Report did in $8. when it was ſpread through the,whole” 3 
Nation in one Night, how a few broken, icatter'd , and diſarmed,® 


Triſh were burning Hovſes, and cutting Throats in all places ! - And F 


Tuffer me to tell you, that for the A4jniſters to: pretend to diſaltow 
theſe things, but'nof to puniſh them, is both to encourage rhe Soul- 
diers again.to do the like, and to tempt others to think that It is 
very well og of, tho it be not yet-convenient to commend and 
juſtify jt. ' However it gives occaſion for the old Tories to ſay , that 
all the complaints of the Whigs of the rigorous Oppreſlions of the 
former Kejgns, was only becauie they had not the priviledge to pra- 
Qicethem z. andthat it is not the doing il]' things diſpleaſerh them , 
$ but that they have nox the applying the Royal Aubority, to do ol " 
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(29) : 
the miſchizfs they would, And it gives a very odd 1dea of a certain 
Gentleman at Cone, that when Hopkins the Mcſſeng: | iv 4 complains 
edof the to'ther day, for having kept Sr 7homas $14nley ,, whom he 
had in his Cuſtody, without Aeant eight and forty Hours, all the Pu- 
niſhment the mnrderous- and bloody Villain received , was only a 
_ Reprimana, But as this doth not ſatisfie the Kingdom , much 
-lefs will it give contentment to a. Parliament , before whom it will be 
brought in company of many other Oppreſlions and Grievances the 
next Scſ1955, when poſſibly our national diſhonours,and loſſes at home 
and abroad , may «.iſpoſe them to hearken better than they have 
done to private and perſonal Complaints. And 1 may aſſure you, 
thar if either the Meſſenger be not turn'd out , or Mr. Secretary T1en- 
chard for convnving him in, which in the modeſteſt Language is a 
conniving at h13 Crime ; all men will believe that wheſocver is tak- 
cn up and lodged 4.3 a Meſſenger s hands, Is in a fair way to be deftroy- 
ed, without tne formality of a Trial, or the priviledge of being ju- 
aicially convicted and condemned, My. Lord , there remains one Wir- 
neſs more, whoſe name have learned, and who is ſaid to be of the 

ſt Repntation of any. they haye, and that its upon his Teſtimony 
they depend more than upon any other, for the Proof of this horrid 
Pl:t ; and therefore knowing his CharaCter-ſo well as I do, 1 ſhall con- 
,vey him to you in his natural Colours , that by his Hae,” you may 
judge of the Complexion of all the reſt. © The Fellow is one King#tor , 
that ſtiles himſelf a Par/on of the Church of England , who' being e- 
mulous of the Glory of the Dignified Clergy , who are labouring to 
prevent the Reftauration of KR. james, and to ſupport this Goyern- 
ment by all their Wiſdoia and Eloguence ,. a2d wharſoever other 
Means they can , fave the opening their Purſes. to the meaſure the 
thaye ſtretched thoſe of the Z-cobires, is defirous alſo to contribute hi 
ttmoſt eadeavours towards it , and being uncapable of doing it 0- 
therways,%offers'to perjure himſelf in favour of ſo blefſed Ends, . It is 
fOmewhat ſurprizing, and detrafteth very much from the Charatter of 
the Eccleſiaſtical Ordcr ,and has leſſzned thatEſteem endVeneration,the 
World uſed to have for them, that there ſcarce can be the diſcovery 
of a Plor, or a Trial for High Treaſon , but a Parſon muſt be the [n- 
former, and put in for a place amongſt the Witneſſes z ſor tho' it may 
be ſometimes hononrable as well as necefſary to be in a Plor,, other- 
wiſe ſo.many,of our Religious Clergy would not. have ſo carly, and 
deeply concurr'd unto, and” been concerned in the Deſcent of the 
P. of O. yet it hath been generally. accounted diſreputable 3m 
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Digoverer, an co 40ume the Title of an Evidthee. And it is not 
only fo, bur likewiſe infamous , when all that” is pretercied rt» be 
diſare(d is forged ; and whatfoever i depoſed 15 projur ions Faige, 
$ 1t.15 in the Caſe of this Scandalous Fellow's Informa: ic; who hav- 
ing begun with orging his own Prieftly Order , concetvoti ins may as 
well forge Treaſon againſt harmleſs and peaceable Mch. And 75 the 
doing the former, renders him juſtly fuſps&tzd of doiig tie Hatter ; 
6 it makes him infamo:s to all intents and purpoſes, ani precludes 
him from oþtaining belicf in any Judicia! Cour: , how much Hove 
it be prepoſſeſed in prejudice of thoſe he has the Im; 1:idence 1 2c 
cuſe. And that this celzbrated Witneſs did ſo, your £9r-4/hip will no 
only receive full Proof of ir, both by an Auth2atick Copy of His Cor 
viftion, duly atteſted owe of the Epiſcopal Regijter of 3-:/'2/, where 
he was canvicted of the Crime of doing it z but by the Depo/7792 of 
the preſent Bſhop of Brifto! to be giyen Judicially b-tove pou, That 
Righe Reverend Prelate 5 having been Dioceſj21 of ©) ;/r0!, when 16 
was done. So that having repreſented this unto you, i: wes 19 v. zary 
your Fatience, and not to inform your Judgme:t, i give pon Lord 
ſhip an account of his Poligamy , as well as of his © or 120k prod. 
gious and criminal Offences, wherg,You will have a {rye cons 
both from Cizizens and Cormtreymen, whenſoever they wiholl ili ft 
isto proſecute Trandgreſſors, ſhall haye the confilenc. 2nd indife 
£xetion to bring him before you as a Witneſs. Only !-t m. :ecom- 
mend your Lordſhip ts Sir Samuel Aftery for further Info: n3ti0n cone 
cerning hig,. who has reaſon to know him throngh hay:.ig hen de- 
franded by him of ſeveral hundred Pounds. So that 1 hop: by this 
time thegroundleſs and empty Noiſe about a Plot , is made ſuffichs's. 
eitly appear ; and that it is not for the honour of the Government... 7 ? 
to continue making ſo great a buzzle abont it, or to perſevere in ths * 4 
apprehending ſo many Perſons upon that account. Nor can my | 
Lord Keeper, who hath hitherto enjoyed among all men fo fair an 
Eſteem, expeCt long to perſevere it., if he go on to give.that coun- 
tenance, which he is ſaid to do to ſuch infamous Wretches, as come 
before him ro wake Diſcovery. Neither will he be thought fit to 
keep the King's Conſcience , who is not more tender of his own than 
to believe them. Nor doth it very well become his Place and Cha- 
rater, to have dipt and entangled himſelf ſo much in this Buſineſs, 
as ſome repreſent him to have done.For were there ſome irregularity, 
or undecent exceſs in the condutt of here and there.a Jacobite. Yet 
It is not for him who by his Office is to moderate the Kigdwr of Law , 


# |, 


to have the principal Hand in filing hrtle Faults Treaſonable Crimes, 


And inſtead of that Equity which ſhould only flow from him, - to put 
on (upon the meer ſtore of Faftion and Party ) an immoderate and 
unrelenting Severity. And all Mankind would believe, that he ſhould 
reckon the Province belonging to his Tice, large enough,wKhout laun- 
ching into that of the Secretary's, and Atorney General , but I ho 
all that is ſaid of him is not truth; and that his Palace url; Be 
ſhould decide Chancery Caxſes is not dwindled into an Office of Intelii- 
gence, And that being ſatisfied with his own Place , he will not 
break in upon Mr, Aaron Smith alſo. My Lord, I have been too 
tedious and prolix to leave room for a Compl-ment at laſt, and there- 
forel will conclude without one, and only tell you that by inclina- 
tion and choice, a5 vp2n the motive of your own Mexit, I am 


My Lord, 


Towr Lordbbiy's 


Moſt humble and obedient Servant. - 
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